
1

2 0 2 4  C O N F E R E N C E

The Road to Economic 
 and Social Welfare 

Transformation
Transcorp Hilton, Abuja

8 – 9 May 2024 

T H E M E

…for sustainable economic progress in Nigeria

H E A D L I N E  S P O N S O R

S I L V E R  S P O N S O R S

A I R L I N E  S P O N S O R S O R G A N I S I N G  P A R T N E R S

M E D I A  S P O N S O R S

P A R T N E R  S P O N S O R S



sustainability 
access more
We remain fully committed to providing innovative 
solutions for sustainable development to 
ensure a better tomorrow.
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Nigeria Development and Finance Forum (NDFF) was first convened in 2008 
to provide independent briefings on the Nigerian policy and investment climate 
to international investors, the policy community, and Nigerians in the diaspora 
to support the economic reform efforts of the Nigerian government. Our goal is 
to accelerate the domestic reform process and increase the competitiveness of 
the country for investments.

Five previous NDFF conferences have been successfully hosted in London, 
Washington DC, and New York City. The conference is holding in Nigeria in 
2024, and in the coming years, to crowd in insights and investment interests for 
the Nigerian economic transition and foster a sustainable economic progress in 
the country.

NDFF conferences have consistently delivered as a world-class platform for 
government and its agencies to engage and launch market-facing initiatives, 
increase foreign investment interest in Nigeria, encourage diaspora return 
and investment in the local economy, and promote the private sector.

We welcome your support for the NDFF initiative.

About Nigeria Development 
and Finance Forum



41, Sir Kashim Ibrahim Way (West End)
Adjacent to UBA and Ecobank, Maiduguri, Borno State

Borno Regional Office

bornoregionaloffice@neximbank.com.ng



NIGERIA DEVELOPMENT AND FINANCE FORUM •  2024 CONFERENCE6

ABOUT NDFF 2024 CONFERENCE

Nigeria Development and Finance Forum (NDFF) 
2024 Conference is a high-level gathering of public, 
private, social, and international sectors leaders.

We welcome the broad participation of the Nigerian 
Government, the diplomatic community in Nigeria, 
United Nations officials, financiers, private sector 
leaders, and foremost social sector actors. 

Over the two days of the conference, we will 
explore the theme: “The Road to Economic and 
Social Welfare Transformation.” Our overarching objective is to provide strategic clarity on how Nigeria will 
transition from the current economic and social welfare stress to stability, growth, and progress.

On Day 1, we will have plenary and panel sessions to address the following topics:

 y Fiscal policy for jobs and shared prosperity
 y Monetary stability and revitalising industries and markets
 y Health and social welfare transformation
 y Nigerian economic sustainability 

From these macroeconomic issues, we will turn attention to two specific industries that provide immense 
opportunities for investment, job creation, income generation, and inclusive economic growth on Day 2. 
The special sessions are on:

 y  The Nigerian green economy
 y  The Nigerian blue economy

The agenda of NDFF 2024 Conference and the selection of our Speakers from the public, private, social, 
and international sectors will foster inclusive discussions, and participants will gain invaluable insights 
into the prospects of the transitional Nigerian economy, understand government’s priorities, learn the 
opportunities for investment, and network with the most impactful players in the Nigerian market. Indeed, 
the well-crafted agenda of this event will be very enriching for all participants.

The communique of the conference will be shared with participants and the audience they represent. We 
will also publish it on the conference website: www.ndffconference.com.

You are welcome. 





Financial Nigeria International Limited (Financial Nigeria)  

is the Convener of Nigeria Development and Finance Forum (NDFF).  

The company is also the Organiser of NDFF Conference. 

Financial Nigeria is the publisher of its eponymous Financial Nigeria magazine – a monthly 

development and finance journal that has been published since August 2008 to provide 

readers with in-depth policy analyses on Nigeria and other frontier markets of Sub-Saharan 

Africa, and commentaries on market-facing, global development issues.

As the Nigeria Country Representative to the European Organisation for Sustainable 

Development (EOSD), Financial Nigeria has been working with the global organisation to 

provide new perspectives and standards on institutional, social, economic, and environmental 

sustainability to Nigerian financial institutions. We support bank and nonbank financial 

institutions to successfully implement the Sustainability Standards and Certification Initiative 

(SSCI) of the EOSD and become sustainability-certified financial institutions.

Financial Nigeria has also been working with public and private sector institutions to 

strengthen their public communications and stakeholder engagements, including by 

providing editorial services for their annual and special reports.

MEET AFRICA’S LEADING DEVELOPMENT & FINANCE JOURNAL

For inquiries about Financial Nigeria  or next NDFF Conference, please contact: 

Jide +234 802 343 9098; or email: info@ndffconference.com

ABOUT FINANCIAL NIGERIA
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THEMATIC FOCUS OF NDFF 2024 CONFERENCE

The theme of the conference is “The Road to Economic and Social Welfare Transformation.”

This broad theme will be discussed and explored in six sessions over the two days of the conference. 
The sessions and their summaries and objectives are succinctly presented below. 

1.  SESSION ON FISCAL POLICY FOR JOBS AND SHARED PROSPERITY
 The conference sub-theme for this session is “The Roadmap to Nigeria’s Fiscal and Economic 

Transformation: Short, Medium, and Long-Term Outcomes.”

 The panel session will discuss the topic: “From Palliatives to High-Quality Jobs for Shared Prosperity.”

 Summary & Objectives
 From a macroeconomic perspective, a lack of 

employment opportunities impacts a country’s 
standard of living, as measured by the gross 
domestic product (GDP) per capita, and its 
potential for economic growth, as measured by 
aggregate demand and output. Thus, it is vital 
for fiscal policy to create the conditions that will 
ensure that Nigeria’s teeming youth population 
is gainfully employed.  The objective of this 
session is to present concrete information and 
analysis on labour and productivity in Nigeria, 
proffer solutions to niggling challenges, and 
provide actionable insights on how to generate needed jobs for inclusive and sustainable economic 
development. Since economies, including the advanced ones, experience cycles of economic shocks, 
this session will also discuss mechanisms and implementation frameworks for making social safety 
net programmes more effective.

 

2.  SESSION ON MONETARY STABILITY AND REVITALISING MARKETS
 The sub-theme of the conference for this session is “Macroeconomic and Financial Stability: 

Communicating the Outlook.”

 The panel session will discuss the topic: “Revitalising Industries and Markets.”

Summary & Objectives 
The Nigerian economy has experienced an acute price instability in recent years, with inflation rising 
above 30% and the value of the naira facing downward pressures against major reserve currencies. 
While the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), under its current leadership, has prioritised price stability 
and introduced key financial market reforms, achieving a soft landing for the economy would require 
revitalisation of industries and markets. Raising domestic production for consumption and export 
is vital for long-term economic growth and achieving human development. This panel session will 
generate ideas for more effectively achieving economic and price stability, improving the business 
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environment, stabilising markets, expanding credit to the real sector, supporting small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs), attracting foreign investments (Foreign Portfolio Investment (FPI) and 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)), and achieving productivity growth over the long term.

 

3.  SESSION ON HEALTH AND SOCIAL WELFARE TRANSFORMATION
The conference sub-theme for this session is “Transforming Nigeria’s Population Health: Crowding 
in Policy, Market, and Social Actions.”

The panel session will discuss the topic: “Raising the Productivity of the Healthcare Sector: 
Challenges, Solutions, and Opportunities.”

Summary & Objectives
The goal of economic policy, either fiscal or monetary, is to enhance the welfare of citizens. Similarly, 
the goal of health policy is to enhance the wellness of citizens and make them productive. Invariably, 
health policy targets the social welfare of citizens. This insight is uniquely reflected in both the 
renaming of the federal health ministry, and the appointment of a public health specialist with 
global leadership experience in investment in healthcare as the Coordinating Minister of Health and 
Social Welfare, in the person of Prof. Muhammad Ali Pate. This panel session will discuss the idea 
of all-of-government and all-of-society approaches to healthcare delivery in Nigeria. It will dissect 
the challenges of the health sector in Nigeria, proffer practical solutions, and highlight investment 
opportunities to support innovation and a momentous improvement in “population health” in Nigeria.

 

4. SESSION ON NIGERIAN ECONOMY AND SUSTAINABILITY
The topic for stakeholder engagement for this session is “Future-Proofing Nigeria’s Economy and 
Social Welfare: A Sustainability Approach.”

Summary & Objectives 
The Nigerian economy has experienced a downward trend in macroeconomic data. However, over 
the last decades, the economy had strengthened and created opportunities of billions of dollars in 
both local and foreign investment. It also witnessed the resurgence of the middle-class. But with 
each external shock and domestic policy issue, we have seen the accentuation of vicious cycle of 
boom and bust. The panel session will proffer solutions for achieving not only long-term economic 
stability in Nigeria, but also social and environmental well-being. The focus will be on successfully 
transitioning into a technologically advanced, resilient, and inclusive economy, while regularly 
assessing policy efforts to optimise outcomes. 

THEMATIC FOCUS OF NDFF 2024 CONFERENCE



NIGERIA DEVELOPMENT AND FINANCE FORUM •  2024 CONFERENCE12

5.  SPECIAL SESSION ON THE BLUE ECONOMY
The topic for stakeholder engagement for this session is “Nigeria’s Blue Economy: Prospects, 
Opportunities, and Challenges.”

Summary and Objectives
According to the Commonwealth, the worldwide blue or ocean economy is valued at around 
$1.5 trillion per year, making it the seventh largest economy in the world, and is set to double by 2030 
to $3 trillion. The blue economy encompasses all economic activities related to oceans, seas, and 
coasts. Among the recent impetuses for higher growth prospects of the Nigerian blue economy is 
the creation of the Federal Ministry of Marine and Blue Economy and the extension of the Nigerian 
seaward continental boundaries from 200 to 220 nautical miles by the United Nations’ Commission 
on the Limits of the Continental Shelf. But the Nigerian blue economy requires more policy support, 
market frameworks, and investments to deliver on the prospects of the sector. This industry-focused 
session will generate ideas to support the goal of the government to create jobs, catalyse economic 
growth, and drive foreign exchange earning. 

 

6. SPECIAL SESSION ON THE GREEN ECONOMY
 The topic for stakeholder engagement for this special session is “Mobilising Investments for Nigeria’s 

Green Growth.”

Summary and Objectives
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) defines the green economy as low-carbon, 
resource-efficient, and socially-inclusive economy. According to the UN agency, in a green economy, 
growth in employment and incomes are driven by public and private investments into economic 
activities, infrastructure, and assets that enable reduction in carbon emissions and pollution, 
enhance energy and resource efficiency, and prevent the loss of biodiversity and ecosystem services. 
Opportunities for these investments abound in several sectors of the Nigerian economy, including 
tech, agriculture, manufacturing, power, and transportation. This industry-focused session will 
bring together local and international stakeholders in the Nigerian green economy to address the 
challenges of the sector and provide insights on harnessing its growth opportunities.

THEMATIC FOCUS OF NDFF 2024 CONFERENCE
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CONFERENCE SPEAKERS

Prof. Muhammad Ali Pate
Coordinating Minister of Health 

and Social Welfare

Alh. Mohammed Idris
Minister of Information and 

National Orientation

Prof. Moji Adeyeye
DG, National Agency for  

Food and Drug Administration 
and Control

Dr. Sam Amadi
Chairman, Abuja School of 

Social and Political Thoughts

Dr. Olisa Agbakoba, SAN
Senior Partner,  

Olisa Agbakoba Legal

Mr. Samaila Zubairu Ms. Funke Agbor, SAN Mr. Chidi Ilogu, SAN
President/CEO,  

Africa Finance Corporation
Partner, Dentons ACAS-Law Senior Partner, 

Foundation Chambers

Dr. Amina Salihu
Deputy Director, Africa Office, 

MacArthur Foundation

Dr. Sule Ahmed Abdulaziz
MD/CEO, Transmission Company 

of Nigeria

Mr. Abba Bello
MD/CEO, Nigerian  

Export-Import Bank

Dr. Fidelis Ayebae
MD/CEO, Fidson Healthcare PLC

Mr. Bankole Oloruntoba
CEO, Nigeria Climate 

Innovation Centre

Alh. Aminu Umar
President, Nigerian Chamber

of Shipping

Mr. Charles Odii
Director-General/CEO, Small 

and Medium Enterprises 
Development Agency of Nigeria

Dr. Muyi Aina
ED/CEO, National Primary Health 

Care Development Agency
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CONFERENCE SPEAKERS

Mr. Rotimi Williams
CEO, Kereksuk Rice Farm

Ms. Temidayo Ajayi
Co-Managing Partner, 

Detail Commercial Solicitors

Mr. Kola Owodunni
Executive Director/Chief 

Investment Officer, Nigeria 
Sovereign Investment Authority 

Mr. Anthony Ezeamama
Partner-Designate, 

Detail Commercial Solicitors

Dr. Muntaqa Umar-Sadiq
Head of Nigeria’s Energy 

Transition Office, Sustainable 
Energy for All

Dr. Salisu Dahiru
Director-General/CEO, National 

Council on Climate Change

Mr. David Arinze
Programme Officer, Off-grid 

Energy Programme, Diamond 
Development Initiatives

Mr. Stanley Achonu
Nigeria Country Director, 

One Campaign

Mr. Andrew Lynch
MD/CEO, Mediterranean Shipping 

Company (MSC) Nigeria

Dr. Chamberlain Peterside
Chairman/CEO,  

Xcellon Capital Advisors

Mr. Abiodun Dada
Head of Corporate Banking 

(Energy, Telecommunications 
and Financial Institutions), 

Access Bank Plc

Dr. Suleyman Abdu Ndanusa 
Member, Presidential Economic 

Coordination Council 
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TIME ACTIVITY

8:00am – 9:30am Arrival/Registration/Tea & Coffee

N AT I O N A L  A N T H E M   [ 9 : 3 0 A M  –  9 : 3 5 A M ]

09:35am – 9:45am Introduction and Recognitions by Mr. Tony Usidamen, Project Director, NDFF 2024

9:45am – 10:00am Conference Objectives/Program Briefing by Mr. Jide Akintunde,  
MD/CEO, Financial Nigeria International/Director, NDFF

10.00am - 10.10am W E L C O M E  A D D R E S S

Alh. Mohammed Idris, FNIPR 
Honourable Minister of Information & National Orientation

Goodwill Messages 
Select VIP Guests

PA N E L  D I S C U S S I O N  ( 1 ) 

10:10am – 11:25am “From Palliatives to High-Quality Jobs for Shared Prosperity” 

PA N E L I S T S

Dr. Olasupo Olusi 
MD/CEO, Bank of Industry

Mr. Charles Odii 
DG/CEO, Small and Medium Enterprises Development Agency of Nigeria, SMEDAN

Dr. Chamberlain Peterside 
Chairman/CEO, Xcellon Capital Advisors

Dr. Sam Amadi 
Director, Abuja School of Social and Political Thoughts

Mr. Stanley Achonu 
Nigeria Country Director, One Campaign

M O D E R AT O R

Ms. Temidayo Ajayi
Co-Managing Partner, Detail Commercial Solicitors

11:25am – 11:30am Recognitions/Goodwill Messages by Select VIP Guests

K E Y N O T E  A D D R E S S

11:30am – 12:00pm “Transforming Nigeria’s Population Health: Crowding in Policy,  
Market, and Social Actions”

Prof. Muhammad Ali Pate 
Coordinating Minister of Health & Social Welfare

DAY  1  WEDNESDAY 8TH MAY
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TIME ACTIVITY

DAY  1  WEDNESDAY 8TH MAY

PA N E L  D I S C U S S I O N  ( 2 )

12:00pm – 1:15pm “Raising the Productivity of the Healthcare Sector:  
Challenges, Solutions, and Opportunities” 

PA N E L I S T S

Prof. Moji Adeyeye 
Director General/CEO, National Agency for Food and Drug Administration and Control

Mr. Biola Adebayo 
Deputy Managing Director, Fidson Healthcare Plc.

Dr. Amina Salihu 
Deputy Director (Africa Office), MacArthur Foundation 

Mr. Kolawole Owodunni 
Executive Director/Chief Investment Officer, 
Nigeria Sovereign Investment Authority, NSIA

M O D E R AT O R

Mr. Jide Akintunde
MD/CEO, Financial Nigeria International

1:15pm – 2:20pm Lunch Break

2:20pm – 2:30pm Recognitions/Goodwill Messages by Select VIP Guests

PA N E L  D I S C U S S I O N  ( 3 )

2:30pm – 3:50pm “Revitalising Industries and Markets” 

PA N E L I S T S

Dr. Suleyman Abdu Ndanusa  
Member, Presidential Economic Coordination Council

Dr. Olisa Agbakoba, SAN 
Senior Partner, Olisa Agbakoba Law

Dr. Sam Amadi 
Director, Abuja School of Social and Political Thoughts 

Mr. Babajide Bola 
Senior VP, ALM & Treasury Risk Analytics

M O D E R AT O R

Mr. Anthony Ezeamama
Partner-Designate, Detail Commercial Solicitors

3:50pm – 4:00pm Recognitions/Goodwill Messages by Select VIP Guests
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TIME ACTIVITY

TIME ACTIVITY

DAY  2  THURSDAY 9TH MAY

S P E C I A L  B R I E F I N G S  A N D  I N D U S T R Y- F O C U S E D  S E S S I O N S

8:00am – 9:00am Arrival/Registration

9:00am – 9:05am Introduction and Recognitions by Mr. Tony Usidamen, Project Director, NDFF 2024

9:05am – 9:15am Program Briefing by Mr. Jide Akintunde,  
MD/CEO, Financial Nigeria International/Director, NDFF

S P E C I A L  I N D U S T R Y  F O C U S  ( 1 ) :  T H E  B L U E  E C O N O M Y 

10:10am – 11:25am “Nigeria’s Blue Economy: Prospects, Opportunities and Challenges” 

I N T R O D U C T I O N
Mrs. Joy Dimka 
Senior Legal Officer, Nigerian Shippers’ Council

 
D I S C U S S A N T S
Mr. Abba Bello 
MD/CEO, Nigerian Export-Import Bank

Mr. Aminu Umar 
President, Nigerian Chamber of Shipping 

PA N E L  D I S C U S S I O N  (4 )

4:00pm – 5:20pm “Future-Proofing Nigeria’s Economy and Social Welfare: 
A Sustainability Approach” 

PA N E L I S T S

Dr. Olisa Agbakoba, SAN 
Senior Partner, Olisa Agbakoba Legal

Sule Ahmed Abdulaziz 
MD/CEO, Transmission Company of Nigeria

Dr. Amina Salihu 
Deputy Director (Africa Office), MacArthur Foundation 

M O D E R AT O R

Dr. Chamberlain Peterside
Chairman/CEO, Xcellon Capital Advisors 

5:20pm – 5:30pm Closing Remark/Vote of Thanks by Mr. Felix Ejomah, Director, NDFF

5:30pm Guests and Delegates Depart

DAY  1  WEDNESDAY 8TH MAY
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TIME ACTIVITY

Mr. Chidi Ilogu, SAN  
Senior Partner at Foundation Chambers

Mr. Andrew Lynch  
MD/CEO, Mediterranean Shipping Company (MSC) Nigeria

M O D E R AT O R

Mrs. Funke Agbo, SAN 
Partner, Dentons ACAS-Law

10:45am – 11:15am Tea & Coffee Break

S P E C I A L  I N D U S T R Y  F O C U S  ( 2 ) :  T H E  G R E E N  E C O N O M Y 

11:15am – 12:45pm “Mobilizing investments for Green Growth” 

D I S C U S S A N T S
Dr. Salisu Dahiru  
Director-General/CEO, National Council on Climate Change

Mr. Abiodun Dada 
Head of Corporate Banking (Energy, Telecommunications and Financial Institutions), 
Access Bank Plc

Mr. Bankole Oloruntoba  
CEO, Nigeria Climate Innovation Center

Dr. Muntaqa Umar-Sadiq  
Head of Nigeria’s Energy Transition Office, Sustainable Energy for All

Mr. Rotimi Williams 
Founder, Resolute 4.0 and CEO, Kereksuk Rice Farm

M O D E R AT O R

Mr. David Arinze
Programme Officer, Off-grid Energy Programme, Diamond Development Initiatives

12:45pm – 1:00pm Closing Remarks/Vote of Thanks by Mr. Martins Hile, NDFF Planning Group

1:00pm Guests and Delegates Depart

DAY  2  THURSDAY 8TH MAY
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Jide Akintunde Tony Usidamen

Mr. Martins Hile

Mrs. Joy Dimka

Mr. Felix Ejomah

Mrs. Seye Aina

PLANNING TEAM

Mr. Akachi Ngwu

Ms. Precious EzehOchi Ogbuaku Jnr
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See you at NDFF 2025!
NDFF

2025

www.ndffconference.com
info@ndffconference.com
+234 802 343 9098

ndffconference

Financial Nigeria International Limited
www.financialnigeria.com
info@financialnigeria.com


